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NEWS CLIPS
NCH Announces new CNO and CMO

Kimberly Maguire, R.N., BSN, 
MBA/HCM, CHSP, CENP, 
joined NCH as our new 
Chief Nursing Officer and 
Executive Vice President in 
October. Kim was previously 
at Mercy Health, in Muskegon, 
Michigan. As CNO, Kim leads 
the vision for nursing at NCH 
and provides the expertise 

and guidance that promotes high-quality nursing 
practice.

Also in October, Thomas 
Oryszczak, D.O., was 
announced as NCH’s new 
Chief Medical Officer and 
Executive Vice President. 
He is a hospitalist at NCH, 
and since 2016, has been 
Medical Director of Utilization 
Management where he 
worked  for his predecessor, 

Dr. Alan Loren. Dr. Oryszczak’s familiarity with NCH 
actually began much earlier than that as a volunteer 
while in high school, transporting patients to and 
from the NCH Emergency Department. 

Welcome, Kim and congratulations, Dr. Oryszczak!

Alan Loren, M.D. retires as CMO
After delaying his retirement as Chief Medical 
Officer to help lead our community through 
COVID-19, Alan Loren, M.D. officially retires at the 
end of the calendar year. He has been a trusted 
and dedicated surgeon and leader, and member 
of the NCH family for the past 35 years. 

He has certainly earned the opportunity to begin 
a new chapter in his life that allows for more 
time with his wife, children and grandchildren. 
Dr. Loren’s service to our patients, community, 
physicians and teams will never be forgotten.  
Best wishes in your retirement, Dr. Loren!

Newsweek ranks NCH’s John M. Boler Center for Rehabilitation an Illinois top Ten
John M. Boler Center for Rehabilitation was ranked one of America’s Best Physical Rehabilitation 
Centers in Illinois according to Newsweek. Newsweek and its research partner, Statista, based 
the rankings on a variety of factors including quality of care, service and follow-up care, as well as 
accommodations and amenities. Rankings are based on a rigorous methodology that includes data 
from a survey of thousands of medical experts, along with quality measures from the Centers for 
Medicare & Medicaid Services.
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Established in 2002 by the late Diana Bloem, a loyal donor and exceptional volunteer, the Cancer 
Patient Assistance Fund is one of our many outreach programs to help people in need in our community. 
The program, which is funded solely through charitable donations, provides compassionate financial 
assistance for those fighting cancer who need help with basic living expenses while undergoing 
treatment at NCH. At such a vulnerable time in their lives, these small emergency grants can mean 
everything. This year alone, the Cancer Patient Assistance Fund has helped 33 patients in need.

A PATIENT’S GRATITUDE  
DURING THE SEASON OF GIVING
There is no better way to illustrate the impact of your generosity to the NCH Foundation 
than to share the words of a patient who benefitted from it. We would like you to meet 
Dee, a recipient of support through the Lung Cancer and Cancer Patient Assistance Funds. 

I’m Dee. I’m 62 years old. In December 2019 I was very ill and was seen in the ED at 
NCH. I didn’t know what was wrong. I never imagined that I would be told I had full 
blown cancer. It was a shock and my journey started from there. I’ve been in treatment 
for 18 months. I am feeling good and so grateful.

When I received my diagnosis I was working as a nanny and my payment was my housing. 
When I got sick, the family got scared, then COVID hit, the mom lost her job and I lost 
my place. Through the Lung and Cancer Patient Assistance Programs, the staff at NCH 
helped me pay for a hotel room for a bit while also working to get me on a waiting list for 
subsidized housing. I couldn’t believe it when I got approved for the housing! My hard work 
had paid off but I still needed help. I had only 24 hours to get my deposit turned in or I 
would lose my spot. Once again the staff at NCH helped expedite the paperwork to get a 
check to me from the Cancer Patient Assistance Fund to cover the deposit. You all kept 
me out of the shelter, you cheered me on. You brought me home.

My new building is so clean, the neighbors are friendly – it’s a community. I’m not scared 
walking down these halls. My other places were temporary – I couldn’t relax, they 
weren’t my own. This really feels like home. It is home. I can’t wait to decorate. I think 
the donors and the staff at NCH have made this journey less scary; I feel like I’ve made 
friends. They say that there’s angels on earth that don’t have wings. I just love everybody 
and I thank you so very much. 

Dee

Dee’s story and the Cancer Patient Assistance Fund is just one of many examples of the 
people your donations touch and amazing programs you make possible. To make a gift to 
the Lung Cancer or Cancer Patient Assistance Funds please visit nch.org/donate. 
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Joe and Dee Levon never lost sight of how 
blessed they were. Daughter Marie and son Mike, 
a member of NCH Board of Directors, recently 
shared wonderful stories of their parent’s life and 
generosity – a legacy that has and will continue  
to help those who turn to NCH for their care.

Mike and Marie are two of Joe and Dee’s four 
children, five if you include the family’s business 
the couple was devoted to for so many years. Joe 
grew up in the Hegewisch neighborhood on the 
far south side of Chicago. His father worked in the 
steel mills. Joe’s abilities were recognized early on, 
and he was the only one in the neighborhood at 
the time to go to college. He met Dee on a bus as 
they rode to their respective schools; Joe to the 
Engineering school at U of I in Champaign, IL and 

Dee to Le Clerc College in Belleville, IL. Eventually 
they married and moved to St. Louis where he 
worked as an engineer for various companies. In 
the early 1960’s the family moved back to Illinois 
and settled in Arlington Heights.

Joe grew tired of the constant company take-
overs at the hydraulics company where he worked 
and had the opportunity to found Vonberg Valve 
with a partner in 1971 (a creative combination of 
their last names). The business began in Chicago, 
then relocated to Rolling Meadows where the 
business took root just west of Arlington Park 
Racecourse. Dee was a constant presence in the 
factory, usually assembling valves and serving as 
advisor and sounding board to Joe in all aspects 
of the business. In 1981, the family became sole 

The life and legacy of Joe and Dee Levon

“ THE MOST GENEROUS COUPLE 
WE COULD IMAGINE”



N C H . O R G / F O U N D A T I O N 5

owners of Vonberg, and the business began to 
grow. Like all successful endeavors it was the 
result of hard work, good business acumen, 
quality products, solid values, and faith. Their 
eldest son, Joe, was a part of the business for 
many years before leaving to go into law while  
son Mike became more involved modernizing  
the company’s technology and operations.

Cancer, the first of several health scares, 
connected Mike and the Levon family to NCH in 
1985. Dr. Harold Giannopoulos, a familiar name 
to many, was a friend whose keen insight likely 
saved Mike’s life. It is no surprise then that Joe 
turned to NCH years later when he was diagnosed 
with cancer. It was a second cancer diagnosis for 
Joe that connected the family to Dr. Philip Lobo, 
now retired, in Radiation Oncology at NCH. The 
lack of control that comes with cancer motivated 
Joe’s engineering mind even more to understand 
the problem, how to fix it and to learn about new 
technologies that were being pursued by NCH 
at the time. Recognizing how blessed they were 
and a desire to help future patients inspired 
the family’s first gift to NCH in support of the 
campaign that brought the 4D CT Scanner and 
significant renovations to Radiation Oncology.

Five years later, at the age of 87, Joe “left this 
world having made a tremendous mark on more 
people than can be named; a hero to his family 
and friend to all” as his family wrote at the time. 
Dee’s personality, her sharp wit, and straight-
forward advice – all things that were a part of  
their 65 years of marriage and work partnership 
didn’t dim as her children had worried it would 
but now shown even brighter. 

As NCH announced plans for a new cancer  
center in 2019, Dee and her children began 
to discuss another gift in memory 
of Joe. At 91, Dee’s heart, still 
so strong with love for her 
family, had begun to weaken 
physically with heart failure. 
As plans for the gift were 
set, eternity, not time 
was on Dee’s side. Her 

children, having been shown such great examples 
of generosity in their parents, not only completed 
the gift on her behalf but increased it as well. 

As children of the depression era, Joe and Dee 
weren’t risk takers but they did have confidence 
and trust in family and those close to them. NCH, 
its physicians, and staff were part of that close 
circle of friends. It was that personal connection 
and trust that got their attention when making 
choices on where to give – for giving back was 
never a question.

There are many examples of Joe and Dee’s 
generosity, and likely many other examples that 
these two humble people never shared. It was 
said that they didn’t relish in lavish lifestyles or 
attention, but they did find great joy in seeing 
the success of their children and grandchildren. 
Perhaps, in giving back, they also took joy 
in seeing the success of their hospital and 
physicians; their tremendous love of family 
extending to families of every patient receiving 
care. We are honored and grateful that they were 
a part of our community and family of supporters. 
Their legacy lives on in their family, business and 
in the lives of all who will benefit from their gifts  
to NCH.
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Our nursing staff together with an amazing 
team of therapists, technicians and other team 
members, are a driving force behind NCH, our 
excellence, and the compassionate care every 
patient receives…and deserves.

With healthcare advancing at a record pace, NCH 
Foundation donors are funding scholarships to 
accelerate efforts to keep nurses and all team 
members at the very forefront of medicine. These 
scholarships provide additional opportunities for 
them to pursue advanced training and degrees, 

earn specialized certifications, participate 
in research studies, and attend national and 
international conferences focused on innovation, 
safety and best practices.

Investing in Team NCH is an investment in care 
for our entire community. For more information 
on how you can help support education that 
advances healthcare in our community please  
call Maggie McLaughlin at 847-618-4272 or  
email mmclaughli@nch.org.

On the Cover 
“I have worked within the health care field for over twenty years. Throughout 
those years I have worked as a certified nurse’s assistant, phlebotomist, 
data manager, license practical nurse, and currently a registered nurse. 
Each position has made me in to the professional that I am today. 
Each step of my career has taught me valuable lifelong lessons.  
It is because of those experiences that I am continuing my 
nursing education and pursuing a master’s degree.”

Shaun Long

NCH Medical Group Clinic Supervisor and  
NCH Physician Society Scholarship Recipient 

EXPANDING EDUCATIONAL 
OPPORTUNITIES, IMPROVING CARE

156
156 NCH team members have

received scholarships to enhance
their formal education, attend

trainings, take classes, and
certifications since 2019.

$250,000
Since 2019, nearly $250,000 of 
philanthropic support has been  

invested in team members at NCH.



N C H . O R G / F O U N D A T I O N 7

NCH Foundation relies on 
the support and guidance of 
a board of trustees. We have 
been honored to have strong 
leaders and caring individuals 
that dedicate themselves to 
advancing healthcare in the 
northwest suburbs and beyond. 

This year marks several transitions for our board. 
A special thank you to retiring member Dick 
Hoffman (above) who has served as board chair 
for four years and a trustee since 2013. In addition, 
we acknowledge the contributions of retiring 
trustees Megan Bueschel, Diana Chrissis, Steve 
Cohen, and Lou Gatta for their many years of 
service on the board and their tireless promotion 
of NCH and the President’s Circle. At the same 
time, we welcome back Diane Hill, a past trustee 
and board chair who will be assuming this role 
once again, and are pleased to introduce three 
new trustees: Michael Canning, Patrick Dominick 
and Andy Reimink. 

Incoming Board Chair, Diane Hill, 
has been an integral part of  
the leadership of Northwest 
Community Healthcare and the 
NCH Foundation for nearly 20 
years. She is retired as Senior 
Lecturer and Clinical Supervisor 
in speech and language 

pathology at Northwestern University. She is 
excited to assist the NCH Foundation once again 
as chair for the board of trustees in addition to her 
service as co-chair of the NCH Cancer Campaign.

Michael Canning is involved 
in numerous local charities and 
boards and is motivated to 
help make his family’s hospital 
the strongest it can be. He is 
the owner of The Glenview 
House and has partnered with a 
restaurant group to operate One 

North Kitchen and Bar, Stock and Ledger, and 70 
Eats. He is proud of how strong NCH is and would 
like to see it continue to grow in both reach and 
ability to serve the community. 

Patrick Dominick is Senior 
Vice President, Senior Wealth 
Strategist for Northern Trust. He 
is passionate about the need for 
good healthcare and the impact 
it has on patients and families. 
He hopes his past fundraising 
experience and the already great 

reputation of NCH will help grow the hospital’s 
reach and garner new support. 

 Andy Reimink is the CEO of 
HOH Water Technology Inc. 
in Palatine. Originally from 
Michigan and most recently 
Florida, Andy looks forward to 
helping the community he now 
calls home and the hospital that 
his young family will rely on for 
years to come. 

REPRESENTING  
OUR COMMUNITY,  
LEADING THE WAY



Northwest Community Hospital is a not-for-profit 501(c)(3) charitable organization, dedicated to meeting the needs of the community. 
If you do not want to receive future fundraising requests supporting NCH Foundation, please email us at foundation@nch.org or call 847-618-4260.

3040 W. Salt Creek Lane 
Arlington Heights, IL 60005

LEAVING YOUR LEGACY 
JUST BECAME EASIER
We are proud to introduce an entirely new area of our 
website: nch.planmylegacy.org.

It provides a wide-range of FREE resources to help you and 
your family plan for the future and is a place where you can 
learn all the ins-and-outs of deductions, tax savings and 
other benefits as they relate to your charitable giving.

FREE resources such as:
• Your Personal Estate Planning Kit 
• A Guide to Making Your Will 
• How to Maximize the Impact of Donor Advised Funds 
• How to Make the Most of Your Retirement Plan Assets 

And much more!

You can also learn more about our Living Legacy Society* 
and read about community members like you who 
have chosen to include Northwest Community Hospital 
Foundation in their Will or Trust, or as a beneficiary of an 
IRA, insurance policy or other asset.

Visit our new site nch.planmylegacy.org today to start 
planning your legacy.

* The Living Legacy Society is a special group of donors who choose to invest in the health of their community by making thoughtful 
planned gifts to Northwest Community Hospital Foundation. Since our founding in the 1950s, estate gifts have helped thousands of 
patients by strengthening our ability to acquire the latest technology, recruit renowned clinicians and support award-winning services 
at NCH. Thank you to all our current members for your support!
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